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pressly declares that " it was not until their seventeenth year that 
they were enrolled in the agelcz." For this statement, Miiller's 
authority is Hesychius, who defines an mrdyeKos, that is, a boy 
not yet admitted into an agele, as 6 i*exP l ^ rS >" cirraKaibeKa, a boy 
until the age of seventeen. It is true, there is some doubt in the 
matter. Strabo (I. X.), describing from Ephorus the Cretan in- 
stitutions, says that " the boys were required to frequent the 
agelse, so called, and the full grown men the syssitia, which 
they denominated Andreia." 

Mr. Drisler is to be praised for his diligence in tracking Lid- 
dell and Scott to their authorities, and correcting them according- 
ly. In this particular case, we think it most probable that, as to 
the fact, they are right ; though they are wrong in citing Miiller. 
Miiller's language is not easily reconciled with the statements of 
others, though it is founded on the common reading of Hesychius. 
Manso, in his elaborate and learned work entitled Sparta,* says, 
" the reception into the agelcs took place between the seventh 
and seventeenth year ; for unquestionably the reading in the 
Lexicographer (Hesychius) should be irdis 6 i*ixP l """■' " rTa Ka ^ 
hina, and not «n-aK<«'SeKa." So that Liddell and Scott may be 
substantially right. 

An important addition made by Mr. Drisler is the insertion of 
the proper names. In this part of the work, he acknowledges his 
indebtedness to the excellent lexicons of proper names, by 
Crusius and Pape. For the convenience of students in schools 
and colleges, this improvement of Mr. Drisler's is of great im- 
portance. 

The praise of correctness in the printing is also due to Mr. Dris- 
ler, who revised all the proof-sheets, and whose laborious care in 
this respect cannot be too much commended. In other points, the 
typographical execution of the work is highly creditable to the 
press from which it comes. 



4. — Memoir of Johann Gottlieb Fichte. By William Smith. 
Boston : James Munroe & Co. 1846. 12mo. pp. 157. 

The press of our good friends is usually better employed than in 
republishing a book like this. It is so sublimely abstruse, when it 
undertakes to present its hero's views, if that expression may be al- 
lowed us, and performs its short task with so dull a subtilty, that 

* B. I. 2 Th. s. 107. 
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we should leave its readers to make the most of it, without any 
comment of ours, if it were not for the duty of holding up to repre- 
hension one or two of the passages that it contains. Fichte was, 
on the one hand, a sturdy, bold, restless man, of an eminent 
virtue and rare personal qualities, though they were rather of a 
rough cast. He was an ardent lover and a stout champion of 
freedom. Living in an age of great events and high political 
excitement, he partook largely of its spirit. He was an earnest 
patriot, and sought to exert as much influence upon public affairs 
as was consistent with his secluded habits and studious life. We 
honor him for the noble moral stand that he took, and for the 
eloquence with which he maintained it. On the other hand, he 
was one of those gigantic shadows in the shape of philosophy, 
that have flitted over the stage of German thought in such strange 
succession for the last century. While he has been extravagant- 
ly overpraised as a thinker in some quarters, his philosophical 
theory has been most uproariously laughed at in others, that were 
held in no less respect among his own countrymen. We consider 
his philosophy to have been resolved some time ago into the 
clouds, from which it was gathered and painted up into a likeness 
of reality, and into which many swelling pretensions that have 
followed his are hastening to be forgotten. He was a hard dog- 
matist in his day, though his system was one of pure idealism. 
But the day was not a long one, and his " I = I," and the " I and 
the not I," soon became formulas that were used in sport rather 
than with any sober wonder. There were many admirable things 
about Johann Gottlieb Fichte ; but we do not consider that either 
his metaphysical doctrine or his manner of exhibiting it belonged 
to the number. 

Wild Henri Heine makes merry with Fichte's principal intellect- 
ual operation, under the figure of an ape, sitting before the fire and 
boiling his own tail, supposing that the real culinary art did not con- 
sist merely in cooking objectively, but also in having a subjective 
consciousness of the cookery. He tells us at the same time of 
having seen a caricature that represented a Fichtean goose. The 
liver of the poor creature had become so large, that she no longer 
knew whether she was liver or goose. Upon her belly was written, 
" I = I." We doubt, however, whether any caricature could be 
more comic than the description in this very book, copied from the 
Autobiography of Henry Steffens,and describing Fichte in his lec- 
ture-room. "'Gentlemen,' said he, 'collect yourselves, — go 
into yourselves, — for we have here nothing to do with things with- 
out, but simply with the inner self.' Thus summoned, the auditors 
appeared really to go into themselves. Some, to facilitate the 
operation, changed their position, and stood up ; some drew them- 
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selves together, and cast their eyes upon the floor; all were 
evidently waiting, under high excitement, for what was to follow 
this preparatory summons. ' Gentlemen,' continued Fichte, 
' think the walV This was a task to which the hearers were 
evidently all equal ; they thought the wall. ' Have you thought 
the wall ? ' asked Fichte. ' Well, then, Gentlemen, think him who 
thought the walV It was curious to see the evident confusion and 
embarrassment that now arose." 

Thus much for the philosopher. As for his English biographer, 
Mr. William Smith, we know nothing of him, but from the pres- 
ent work. He is evidently an accomplished person. We do not 
deny that he writes in a good, scholarly style ; his performance 
is in several respects highly creditable. But we perceive in 
him a taint, that infects a pretty large class of writers at the 
present day, both in England and America, and which we will 
not cease to mark with the warning reprobation that we think 
it deserves. On the 119th page, he brings together Socrates, 
Descartes, Spinoza, Priestley, Fichte, and the " deeply religious 
Shelley," in the same category with Christ and the Apostle Paul, 
as persons who suffered persecution on account of their more en- 
lightened spiritual views. Now, apart from the bad taste of such 
a combination, it seems to us to indicate an unsoundness that is of 
a most serious nature. Even if we should grant what he asserts 
of Shelley to be true, and we consider it a monstrous perversion 
of the truth, yet to mention thus in company the author of Queen 
Mab and the divine Founder of the gospel shows plainly 
enough to what class of thinkers he that ventures upon such a 
mode of speaking must belong. 

But we have a worse charge to bring than this. He quotes 
with evident content a passage from an essay by Forberg, fortified 
with a preface by Fichte, that runs thus : — " Two great poets 
have expressed this faith of good and thinking men, with inimi- 
table beauty. Such an one may adopt their language." Then 
follows the often-quoted passage from Goethe's Faust, begin- 
ning with, — " Who dares to say, I believe in God > Who dares to 
name him, and to profess I believe in him ? " and ending with, — 
" Then call it what thou wilt, — Happiness ! Heart ! Love ! 
God ! I have no name for it. Feeling is all ; name is but sound 
and smoke, veiling the glow of heaven." Here is recommended 
to us, as the " faith of good and thinking men," the creed of Dr. 
Faustus when under the instigation of Mephistopheles the devil, 
which he uttered as a part of his plan for the betrayal and ruin 
of an innocent maiden. And this precious confession of faith, all 
in poetry, though the verse is rather ragged, is found in a deliber- 
ate essay, " On the Definition of the Idea of Eeligion " ; or else in 

vol. lxiv. — no. 134. 23 
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an article prefixed to it, " On the Grounds of our Faith in a 
Divine Government of the World." We are not perfectly sure 
in which it occurs ; for the biographer is not exactly luminous on 
this point, and we have not the Philosophical Journal for 1798 
before us. Let the two German adepts in metaphysical juggles 
share the merit of so admirable an application between them. 
But they should at least have added what the poor deluded Mar- 
garet said so touchingly in reply, — " That is all fine and good ; 
the parson says nearly that, only in words a little different. 
And what shall we say to you, English Mr. Smith, who can 
gravely repeat such perfidious trumpery ? " 

With respect to the preface of the American editor, we cannot 
say that we entirely like its tone, or agree with all its positions. 
But we are reluctant to find fault. It implies a wish, towards the 
close, that the writings of Fichte might be " domesticated here," 
since " they would materially assist us in the solution of many of 
the impending questions which now appear above our horizon." 
From this opinion we dissent. From the offer of such aid we 
turn away. In answer to such a wish for domestication, we 
should be ready to say any thing that sounds least like Amen. 



5. — Report of the Committee on the Expediency ofproviding Bet- 
ter Tenements for the Poor. Boston : Eastburn's Press. 
1846. 8vo. pp.36. 

We have opportunity only to call attention to the remarkable 
statements made in this pamphlet, and earnestly to recommend the 
well digested and practicable scheme of philanthropy that is set 
forth in it, for alleviating what is perhaps the most fruitful of all 
evils in the condition of the laboring poor who reside in large 
cities. The situation of Boston on a peninsula of very limited 
extent, the rapid increase of its population, especially during the 
last ten years, and the consequent rise in the value of real estate 
have contributed to abridge the accommodations for the poor, till 
they are now worse lodged than their brethren in the foulest and 
most crowded districts of the large cities of Europe. Broad Street 
and its vicinity are more crowded, and probably more unhealthy, 
than the most noted dens of misery and crime in Liverpool and 
London, than Shoreditch, Whitechapel, or St. Giles. On an 
average, there are thirty-seven inhabitants to a house, and each 
person has but seven square yards on the ground. A large 



